THE DAY AFTER DEATH,

But Galileo had seen correctly, and soon every one could
convince himself of the reality of the phenomenon he had
proclaimed. Not only do spots exist upon the disc of the
sun, but they furnish the only means which we possess of
becoming acquainted with the physical and astronomical
peculiarities and properties of the great star. The examina-
tion of these spots led to the discovery that the sun revolves
like the other planets, and that he accomplishes the entire
revolution upon his axis in a period of twenty-five days.
The sun's days are therefore twenty-five times as long as ours.
Here, however, we must remark upon the word day. To us,
the day signifies the periodical return of the earth to the same
point, after a complete revolution upon its axis, with an
alternation of light and darkness. It is quite otherwise in
bhe case of the sun, which, being self-luminous in all his
parts, can never have any night.

"We have said that the examination of the sun's spots esta-
blished his rotation upon his axis. In fact, if we patiently
observe the motion of a spot, or of a group of spots, we re-
mark that it advances slowly from one edge of the solar disc
to the other; for instance, if the point of departure be the
eastern edge, the spot or group will advance with uniform
speed towards the western edge,, taking fourteen days to ac-
complish the distance. If we wait fourteen days more, we
shall again perceive the same spot making its appearance on
the eastern edge of the disc, the interval having been con-
sumed in passing over the opposite and, of course, invisible
side of the sun. The spot has therefore taken twenty-eight days